MUSIC BASICS

THE STAFF

Music is written on a STAFF with five lines. The pitch of each note is shown by it's place on the staff
The symbol on the left is called a TREBLE CLEF or G CLEF. because it makes a little cross at the note G.
The notes on the lines are Every Good Boy Does Fine. The spaces make the word FA C E.
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RHYTHM

We divide Rhythm into BEATS. In the picture below, each number is one beat.
A QUARTER NOTE usually equals 1 beat. AHALF NOTE equals 2 quarter notes.
A WHOLE NOTE equals 2 half notes or 4 quarter notes. Can you dig it?
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Each QUARTER NOTE A HALF NOTE continues AWHOLE NOTE continues
equals one beat. for two beats. for four beats.

TIME SIGNATURE

A TIME SIGNATURE tells how many notes in a measure and what kind.

The TOP number in the time signature tells how many notes per measure.

The BOTTOM number tells what kind of notes they will be. The bottom number is usually FOUR.

TIME SIGNATURE MEASURE
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4 <FOUR 2 <TWO

4 < QUARTER NOTES 4 < QUARTER NOTES

3 < THREE 6 < SIX

4 < QUARTER NOTES 8 < EIGHTH NOTES
(Waltz Time) (very hip waltz)



